Prof Greg Clark CBE FAcSS

International Advisor and Mentor on Cities, Urban Transition, and Place Leadership

1. Profile

Prof Greg Clark is an Irish and British urbanist, writer, advisor, teacher, and conference host, and globally
recognised authority on cities, regions, real estate, urban finance, and place leadership. His 40-year working life
has coincided almost exactly with the most rapid period of urbanisation in human history. When he began in 1986
the world had around 2 billion urban residents. It now has more than 4.5 billion, and on current projections could
have more than 9 billion by 2080. He has spent those four decades inside that urban transition, working with the
leaders who have had to manage the development and growth of new cities and the renewal of old ones.

His work spans six continents. He has advised more than 400 cities, 40 national governments, 20 multilateral
institutions, and multiple investors and corporates all engaged in city making and place leadership. The
multilateral work has included the OECD, the World Bank, the European Investment Bank, and the Inter-
American Development Bank. He has chaired or served on international advisory boards for many cities including
New York, Sao Paulo, Vienna, Oslo, Turin, Moscow, Auckland, Barcelona, Toronto, Hong Kong, Sydney, and
Johannesburg. He has led comparative studies spanning Chinese, European, North American, Latin American,
Middle Eastern, South-East Asian, Nordic, Indian, and Caribbean cities, and is the author of 10 books and more
than 100 major reports on cities, development, investment, and place leadership, published with the OECD, the
Brookings Institution, LSE Cities, and New London Architecture (NLA).

In real estate and development specifically, he chaired the JLL Cities Research Centre, was Senior Fellow at the
Urban Land Institute (ULI) in Europe, advised HSBC on infrastructure, real estate, and mobility investment, led the
launch of Places for London as inaugural Chair of the Land and Property Committee at Transport for London, and
hosts the annual gatherings of INREV, ANREV, EPRA, and EXPO Real.

What distinguishes his work is the combination of positions from which it has been undertaken. He has worked in
the public sector, the private sector, the civic sector, and the academy, and in each as a principal rather than an
observer. The executive roles were at the London Docklands Development Corporation (LDDC), Greater London
Enterprise (GLE), the London Enterprise Agency, and the London Development Agency (LDA), and then at the
centre of government as Lead Advisor on Cities and Regions at the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister. The non-
executive roles included nine years on the board of Transport for London (TfL). He has run public agencies and
advised the ministers who fund them; chaired boards and sat on the commissions that scrutinise them; advised on
investment within global banks, and written the research that investors rely on; taught the practitioners, and
interviewed the mayors.

The subject focus has been wide, spanning urban and investment strategy, governance, finance, assets,
infrastructure, identity, climate, and institution building, pursued with city leaders, national governments,
multilateral institutions, investors, corporates, and civic organisations. Each strand serves one question: how
places understand themselves, organise themselves, and invest in their own long-term future. That question has
produced new institutions as well as advice. In the UK he has helped bring into being the Greater London Authority
(GLA), London & Partners, Places for London, the Connected Places Catapult, and the UK Cities Commission
for Climate Investment (3Ci), and has helped create new institutions and development companies for cities in
Australia, South Africa, Spain, Italy, Canada, and Latin America.

He co-hosts The Century of Cities and The DNA of Cities podcasts with Jennifer Dolynchuk and Dr Caitlin
Morrissey, co-founded The Business of Cities with Dr Tim Moonen, writes The Planet of Cities Substack with
Borane Gille. He is Honorary Prof. of Urban Innovation at the University of Strathclyde, teaches regularly at the
London School of Economics through LSE Cities, and has held a fellowship at the Brookings Institution. His work
has been recognised at home and abroad. In the UK, he was appointed CBE in 2015 for services to City and Regional
Development, elected a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences (FAcSS) in 2016, and admitted to the Freedom
of the City of London in the same year. Cities have recognised him in their own terms: Barcelona awarded him the
John Shields Prize, given to a person from outside the city judged to have done most to promote it, and Brisbane
appointed him an Honorary Ambassador. Earlier, a Mid-Career Public Policy Leadership Harkness Fellowship
took him to Columbia University in New York.



Fields of Specialism

Ten fields of specialism have developed across the work. They are distinct bodies of method and evidence, but they
are not separate practices: most engagements draw on several at once, and the value of any one of them depends
on the others.

vi.

vii.

viii.

Integrated long term strategies for cities and regions. Building whole strategies rather than sector plans,
aligning economy, spatial development, infrastructure, housing, and social contract over 50 year horizons.

Urban finance, real estate, and investment. Investment strategy, land value and asset management,
blended finance, and the terms on which public and private capital can share generational risks and returns,
together with the whole turn of the development cycle and the whole life of an asset, from origination and
development through operation, retrofit, and reuse, and the shift in value creation from expansion to
adaptation, and from capital gains to income stability.

New organisations for cities. The design and establishment of new civic institutions and development
vehicles, including property and area development organisations, promotional bodies, and strategic
authorities.

Place leadership. The practice of leading a place rather than an organisation, convening public, private, and
civic actors around a shared long-term direction without formal authority over most of them.

Civic leadership for cities and regions. Developing the role of land owners, anchor institutions, corporates,
cultural and sporting bodies, and infrastructure and utility providers in the civic leadership of cities, regions,
and districts.

Brand, identity, reputation, and narrative for cities and regions. Establishing how a place is understood by
its own citizens and by the world, and turning that into a proposition that competitors cannot copy.

The destination economy. Tourism, business events, students, migrants, digital nomads, and investment
understood as one contested offer, and managed as a single competitive and civic proposition.

Climate leadership for cities. Net Zero pathways, the pricing of climate risk into investment and valuation,
retrofit at scale, and the pipelines and partnerships that turn climate ambition into investable projects.

The soft power of cities. The influence cities exercise internationally through culture, universities, diplomacy,
diaspora, and example, and how that influence is built and deployed.

Governance reform for cities and regions. Designing powers, authorities, flexibilities, and finance that allow
city and metropolitan governance to act, and the leadership capability required.

A working life with 5 Phases

His career falls into five distinct, and overlapping, phases. The executive and non-executive phases are complete.

The senior advisory, teaching, and thought leadership phases are ongoing, and together constitute the portfolio.

Executive. Salaried leadership and management roles in place development, urban strategy & regeneration,
employment & enterprise, investment & governance, from the mid-1980s to 2010.

Non-Executive. Board membership, chairing, and trusteeship in the United Kingdom and internationally, from
1996 to 2026.

Senior Advisory. Advisory roles for governments, multilateral institutions, investors, banks, and individual
cities, from 1996 to the present.

Teaching & Executive Education. University teaching and executive education with corporates and investors,
from the 1990s to the present.

Thought Leadership. Writing, podcasting, broadcasting, moderating, and speaking, sustained throughout the
career and now the principal public platform. 1996 to present.



2. Executive Roles, mid 1980s to 2004.

His career began in inner city regeneration in London and moved through a sequence of executive roles in area and
urban development corporations, enterprise agencies, and regional development agencies, before joining the
centre of United Kingdom government as its lead advisor on cities and regions. This phase established the
operational and institutional grounding that underpins all subsequent advisory work.

> Executive Director, Strategy and Communications, London Development Agency. 2000 to 2004.

A senior managementrole in London’s economic development and regeneration agency, leading a team of 75 staff
across strategy, communications, stakeholder engagement, corporate planning, and evaluation, during the
formative years of the Greater London Authority.

» Chief Executive, The London Enterprise Agency, 1998 to 2000.
Leading a team of 50 on enterprise development, business support, and innovation within an enterprise agency.

» Managing Director, Greater London Enterprise. 1996 to 2000.
Leading 100 staff on area development, place strategy, and investment in London, within a public interest
company.

> International Projects Director, London Docklands Development Corporation/LETEC. 1990 to 1994.

A senior role within the LDDC and LETEC, working with the Board and senior management team to position London
Docklands and East London for investment from United Kingdom government and multilateral bodies including the
European Union and the European Investment Bank. Coordinated the successful campaign for East London to win
United Kingdom Assisted Area and European Union Objective 2 status.

> Earlier executive roles. Mid 1980s to 1990.

Employment and Enterprise programmes at The British Refugee Council. Inner city regeneration at the London
Borough of Lambeth, followed by a research and policy role at the Local Economy Policy Unit.

3. Non-Executive Roles, 1996 to 2026.

Three decades of board membership, chairing, and non-executive leadership in the United Kingdom and
internationally. This phase concluded with the completion of the Transport for London board tenure in September
2025 and of the Connected Places Catapult and 3Ci chair roles in April 2026."

Boards and Chairing.

» Chair, Connected Places Catapult. 2020 to 2026.

Chair of the United Kingdom’s national innovation accelerator for cities, transport, and place based systems. The
role brought together city authorities, universities, small and medium enterprises, corporates, and investors to
support urban innovation, decarbonisation, digitalisation, and inclusive growth.

» Chair, UK Cities Commission for Climate Investment, 3Ci. 2021 to 2026.

Convening city leaders, national government, development banks, and institutional investors to accelerate climate
aligned urban investment and delivery, and to build a pipeline of investable place based Net Zero projects.

> Board Member, Transport for London. 2016 to 2025.

Member of TfL Main Board, and TfL Finance Committee and TfL Elizabeth Line Committee. Inaugural Chair, TfL
Investment and Programmes Committee. 2016 to 2021. Inaugural Chair, TfL Land and Property Committee. 2021
to 2025.

As Inaugural Chair of the Land and Property Committee, led the work that launched Places for London Ltd in
September 2023, the low carbon property and housing company of Transport for London, and oversaw its
establishment and early development. Places for London manages a portfolio of more than two billion pounds in
assets across housing, offices, town centres, retail, electric vehicle charging, and regeneration sites.



> Board Member, London Enterprise Panel, later the London Economic Action Partnership. 2013 to
2023.

Board Member of the Local Enterprise Partnership for London, which brought together business, the Mayoralty, and
London Councils to identify and deliver strategic action on economic growth and job creation, and which allocated
and monitored Local Growth Funding and European Structural and Investment Funds for small businesses, local
economies, and skills infrastructure across the capital. The body operated as the London Enterprise Panel from
2012 to 2016 and as the London Economic Action Partnership from 2017 to 20283.

> Chair, JLL Cities Research Centre. 2015 to 2019.

Chair of the award-winning global centre for cities and real estate research. Provided strategic leadership,
intellectual direction, and ambassadorial representation for the centre’s work on global city performance and
competitiveness, on real estate, investment, and urban transformation, and on comparative city benchmarking
and long-term trends.

» Chair, London, Stansted, Cambridge Innovation Corridor. 2012 to 2016.

Founding Chair of a voluntary, cross boundary partnership bringing together 25 local authorities, four Local
Enterprise Partnerships, universities, further education colleges, transport operators, utilities, investors, and
developers, established to promote the international competitiveness and innovation economy of the corridor
between London and Cambridge.

» Co-Chair, UCL City Leadership Lab. 2010 to 2016.

Co-chair of the University College London initiative on city leadership capability, focused on strengthening
leadership among city practitioners and policymakers, and on translating comparative international research into
practical frameworks for decision makers.

» Chair, OECD Forum of Cities and Regions. 1996 to 2016.

A twenty-year role chairing the OECD’s global forum for city and regional development, engaging practitioners and
policy leaders across 34 member states. The forum became a key platform for peer learning, comparative policy
development, and the exchange of practice between national and city governments.

» Chair, British BIDs, Business Improvement Districts. 2010 to 2014.

Chair of the national partnership promoting Business Improvement Districts across United Kingdom towns and
cities. During this period the number of BIDs in the United Kingdom grew from around 30 to over 150, strengthening
town centre leadership and local economic governance.

» Member, Promote London Council. 2010 to 2012.

Member of the council convened by the Mayor of London to bring coherence to the promotion of the capital abroad,
across inward investment, tourism, higher education, and major events. Its work led to the creation of London &
Partners, the official promotional agency for London, launched on 1 April 2011 through the merger of the separate
bodies that had previously handled business, visitor, and student promotion.

Current Memberships

» Member, World Economic Forum Global Future Council on Cities and Urbanisation.

One of the expert councils convened by the World Economic Forum for two year terms, bringing together mayors,
scholars, investors, and executives to shape the international agenda on cities and urbanisation, and to inform the
work of the Forum on urban transformation, infrastructure, and the built environment.

» Member, Bloomberg NEF Coalition on Dynamic Cities.

Member of the coalition convened by Bloomberg NEF bringing together city leaders, investors, and analysts to
examine how cities sustain economic dynamism through the energy transition, and to strengthen the evidence
linking urban policy, innovation, and the allocation of capital.

> Patron, Action for Race Equality. Current.



Patron of the national charity working to advance race equality in education, employment, enterprise, and criminal
justice in England and Wales, formerly the Black Training and Enterprise Group. The role supports the work of the
charity with young people, community organisations, and employers.

Commissions and Task Forces

» Member, Post Covid Urban Task Force, United Kingdom Government. 2020 to 2022

Member of the government task force convened to consider the recovery and adaptation of United Kingdom towns
and cities after the pandemic, covering town centres, workplaces, transport demand, and the future of urban living.
Dates to confirm.

» Member, Crossrail 2 Growth Commission. 2015 to 2016.

Member of the commission chaired by Sir Merrick Cockell, examining the housing, employment, and regeneration
capacity unlocked by Crossrail 2 along the route from south west to north east London and into the wider corridor,
and the funding and delivery mechanisms required to realise it.

» Member, GO Science Future of Cities Project Board. 2014 to 2016.

Member of the board of the Foresight Future of Cities project, run by the Government Office for Science under the
Chief Scientific Adviser. The project built the long term evidence base on the future of United Kingdom cities to
2065, covering urban living, city economies, science and technology, infrastructure, and governance, and
produced a suite of final reports in 2016 including The Science of Cities and Foresight for Cities, a resource for
policy makers. It remains the most substantial single piece of United Kingdom government foresight work on cities.

» Member, Greater Anglia Task Force. 2014 to 2016

Member of the task force making the economic case for investment in the rail corridor connecting London, Essex,
Suffolk, Norfolk, and Cambridge, and setting out the growth that improved services would support across the East
of England.

> Member, West End Commission, Westminster. 2012 to 2013.

Member of the independent commission established to examine the governance, management, and long term
future of London’s West End, and the case for a new partnership between the borough, the Mayor, national
government, and West End businesses. Dates to confirm.

» Member, UK Cities Competitiveness Commission. 2010 to 2012

Member of the commission examining the international competitiveness of United Kingdom cities, their
productivity performance relative to comparable European and global cities, and the powers, finance, and
institutional capacity needed to close the gap.

» City International Advisory Board Chairing.

Chair, New York Region International Advisory Board. 2012 to 2017.
Chair, Oslo International Advisory Board. 2014 to 2016.

Chair, Vienna International Strategy Advisory Board. 2014 to 2016.
Chair, Turin International Advisory Board. 2013 to 2015.

Chair, Sao Paulo International Strategy Board. 2012 to 2014.

Chair, Moscow Urban Development Advisory Board. 2012 to 2014.
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Further international advisory board service for cities including Mumbai, Johannesburg, Sydney, Auckland,
Barcelona, Toronto, and Hong Kong.

> Board Member of IEDC (International Economic Development Council). 1998 to 2000.

Board Member of the International Economic Development Council, the largest professional body for economic
developers, based in Washington DC, representing practitioners across the United States and internationally. The
role supported the transatlantic exchange of practice on local economic development, business attraction, and
the professional standards of the field.



» Chair, European Urban Development Forum. 1996 to 2000.

Chair of a pan European platform bringing together city authorities, development agencies, and practitioners for
exchange on urban regeneration, economic development, and the use of European structural funds, during the
period in which European urban policy was first being established.

> Board Director, European Association of Development Agencies. 1996 to 2000.

Board Director of EURADA, the Brussels based association of regional and local development agencies across the
European Union, representing the sector to the European institutions and supporting professional exchange on
enterprise, investment, and regional economic development.

4. Senior Advisory Roles, 1996 to present.

Senior advisory work has run continuously alongside and beyond the executive phase, and is now one of the
principal components of the current portfolio. It spans global banks and investors, multilateral institutions,
transnational organisations, national governments, and individual cities and city regions.

Senior UK-Based Advisory Roles.

> Senior Advisor, Global Cities and Urban Innovation, New London Architecture. 2020 to Current.

Providing strategic thought leadership on London’s long term development cycles, place development, spatial
economy, and sustainability transition, and contributing to the New London Agenda and Built World Exchange.

» Group Senior Advisor, Future Cities and New Industries, HSBC Group. 2018 to 2022.

Aglobal, board facing role based within HSBC Investment Bank, advising the HSBC Group Board, senior executives,
and global clients on sustainable urban development and the Net Zero transition, on infrastructure, real estate,
mobility, and innovation investment, on city and regional growth strategies, and on public and private partnerships
and blended finance. The role involved sustained work with pension funds, sovereign wealth funds, insurers,
private equity, development finance institutions, and national and sub-national governments across Europe, North
America, Asia, the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America.

> Lead Advisor, Cities and Regions, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, UK Government. 2004 to
2010.

A senior advisory role at the centre of United Kingdom government on city and regional development, working with
the Deputy Prime Minister, the Rt Hon John Prescott MP, and the Secretary of State, the Rt Hon David Miliband MP.
The role covered city region policy, economic development, devolution, regeneration, and the development of the
Core Cities agenda.

> Senior Advisor, the British Council. 2006 to 2010

Advisor on the Open Cities programme, examining how cities attract, welcome, and integrate international
populations. Author of three British Council studies, on open cities, on their internationalisation, and on their
leadership.

Multilateral and Development Institution Advisory

» Senior Advisor, OECD. Local Economic and Employment Development Programme, Centre for
Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities. 1996 - 2016.

Two decades of advisory work with the OECD on local and regional development. Author or co-author of six OECD
books, and lead author or reviewer for 22 OECD local, city, and regional peer reviews across member and partner
economies. The work covered local economic leadership, development agencies and companies, investment
strategy and financial tools, and the local development benefits of staging global events.

> Senior Fellow, ULI Europe, Urban Land Institute. 2007 to 2019.

12 years of thought leadership for the Urban Land Institute in Europe on place development, urban investment,
density, innovation districts, and the relationship between real estate and the innovation economy. Author or co-
author of 9 ULI publications, and a regular contributor to ULI Europe conferences and trustee programmes.



> Senior Advisor, Inter-American Development Bank. 2016 - present.

Advisor on city governance, metropolitan planning, and urban investment across Latin America and the Caribbean,
including work on Amazon Cities, Urban Finance, City and Regional Spatial & Economic Development, and city
governance.

> Advisor, Cities Transformed, European Investment Bank. 2017 to 2019.

Advisor to the European Investment Bank on its urban investment programme, and author of The EIB in the City, a
review of the role of the Bank in financing urban transformation across European cities.

> Global Advisor, Urbanisation Knowledge Platform, World Bank. 2010 to 2016.

Advisor to the World Bank global platform for urbanisation knowledge, supporting comparative learning between
rapidly urbanising cities, and contributing to work on city leadership, governance capacity, and investment
readiness in emerging economies.

> Global Fellow, Brookings Institution. Cities and Metropolitan Leadership. 2008 - 2018.
Global Fellow of the Brookings Metropolitan Policy Program, contributing to comparative research on global
metropolitan economies, city identity and reputation, and the leadership of metropolitan areas. Co-author of three
Brookings studies, on globally fluent metro areas, on the seven types of global metro economies, and on the global
identity of cities.

» Senior Scientific Advisor, ESPON Programme, European Union. 2017 to 2018.

Scientific advisor to the territorial observation network of the European Union, on comparative evidence for
European spatial development, on city and regional performance, and on cross border territorial cooperation.

» City, Metropolitan, and National Advisory Assignments
More than twenty international advisory board chair roles and a larger number of individual advisory assignments.
Selected assignments are listed below.
> International Advisor on the internationalisation strategy of Madrid. 2008 to 2009 and 2024 to 2025.
» Author, Great Australian Cities Report. 2017 to 2018.

» International Advisor on City Governance, The Bahamas, with the Inter-American Development Bank. 2016 to
2017.

Global Strategy Advisor to Hong Kong, Mumbai, and Singapore. 2012 to 2016.
Advisor on the future development of Kowloon East, Hong Kong. 2012.

Advisor on the development of the Gauteng 2055 Strategic Plan, South Africa. 2012.
Advisor on Metropolitan Planning and Governance, Rio de Janeiro. 2012.
International Advisor on the Auckland Strategic Plan. 2010 to 2012.

International Advisor on the Barcelona Metropolitan Strategic Plan. 2009 to 2011.
International Advisor, Royal Commission on Auckland Governance. 2008 to 2010.

International Advisor on the economic strategy of Toronto. 2007 to 2008.
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Strategic planning workshops for Mumbai, Seoul, Shanghai, Beijing, and Istanbul.

Regional Advisory Experience

Middle East and North Africa, South-East Asia, East Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, Europe, and North
America. Work includes advising rapidly urbanising cities, capital regions, secondary cities, and national urban
programmes on governance reform, investment frameworks, climate transition, and institutional capacity.
Particular sustained engagement with the United Kingdom Core Cities, the Scottish Cities Alliance, the Cardiff
Capital Region, and Belfast, on devolution, city region governance, and investment readiness.

» Senior Advisor, The Bay Awards. Current.

Senior advisor to the Bay Urban Visioning Awards, convened by Bilbao Metropoli 30, the public and private
association for the Bilbao metropolitan region. The awards recognise original urban strategies judged on their
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capacity to generate lasting impact, across categories covering long term vision, partnership, the sustainable
development goals, prosperity, and urban pioneering, and maintain an international repository of leading projects.

» Co-Founder, The Business of Cities Ltd. Current.

Co-founder with Dr Tim Moonen of the global urban analytics and advisory group, which conducts comparative
benchmarking, city intelligence, and investment research for governments, institutions, and investors.

5. Teaching and Executive Education, 1990s to present.

Prof. Clark has maintained a long-standing commitment to teaching, mentoring, and academic engagement
throughout his career, and this remains an active component of the current portfolio. His teaching integrates global
comparative evidence, real world policy and investment experience, and peer learning across cities. He is widely
valued for bridging theory and practice, and for engaging students and executives from diverse national and
professional backgrounds. He is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences.

> Executive Education and Practitioner Learning

Executive education is a continuing strand of the work, delivered for property investors and area developers, city
and metropolitan governments, national ministries, development banks and multilateral institutions, and
professional bodies including RICS, the Urban Land Institute, the OECD, and World Bank platforms. Sessions run
as masterclasses of 60 to 90 minutes applying one framework to a host city, organisation, or sector, as longer
leadership programmes, and as closed roundtables for investment and senior leadership teams.

The teaching draws on three organising frameworks, The DNA of Cities, The Century of Cities, and The Planet of
Cities, and on the comparative evidence behind them: more than 400 cities advised, 22 OECD peer reviews, and
163 recorded interviews across sixteen city studies. The emphasis is on peer learning, comparative insight, and
reflective leadership rather than prescriptive instruction, so that participants leave able to read their own
organisation, market, or city against international experience.

> University of Strathclyde. Honorary Prof. of Urban Innovation. 2014 to present

Contributes to teaching and research on urban innovation systems, city region strategy and governance, climate
transition and Net Zero cities, and the role of universities in local and regional development. Works closely with
academic colleagues and civic partners in Scotland, and engages regularly with city leaders through teaching,
workshops, and public lectures.

» London School of Economics. Regular Guest Lecturer, LSE Cities Exec Masters and European City
Leadership Initiative. 2014 to present.

Has taught and lectured regularly at LSE over many years, particularly through LSE Cities, contributing to courses
and executive programmes on global urbanisation and comparative city development, on cities, states, and
national urban policy, on urban governance, leadership, and institutional design, and on investment,
infrastructure, development partnerships and agencies, and city finance. Also contributes to LSE hosted seminars,
policy roundtables, and international short courses, frequently engaging senior practitioners from government,
development banks, and city authorities.

» University College London. Honorary Prof., and former Chair of the UCL City Leadership Lab. 2010 to
2020.

Contributed to teaching and research on city leadership, governance, urban strategy, and global urbanisation.
Delivered lectures and seminars for postgraduate students and executive audiences on city leadership and
governance, on urban economic strategy and investment, on global comparisons of metropolitan development,
and on the role of institutions and leadership in long term urban transformation.

» City, University of London. Visiting Prof. Cities, Globalisation, and Leadership. 2004 to 2016.

Taught and supervised work on urban policy and metropolitan governance, on economic development and
regeneration, and on public and private partnership models in cities. This engagement reflected a sustained



interest in applied urban policy, professional education, and the preparation of students for leadership roles in
public administration, consultancy, and development institutions.

6. Thought Leadership: Writing, Podcasting, Moderating, and Speaking.

Thought leadership has run throughout the career and is now the principal public platform. It comprises four
connected strands: writing, podcasting and broadcasting, conference moderating and hosting, and keynote
speaking. Each draws on the same underlying research and advisory practice, and each feeds the others.

Three Organising Frameworks

The work is organised around three connected frameworks, each of which can anchor a book, a keynote, or a body
of research.

» The DNA of Cities. The essence, evolution, and uniqueness of each place, and why the same policy succeeds
in one city and fails in another. Cities are shaped by a distinctive combination of endowed conditions, inherited
histories, and acquired institutional and cultural traits, which influence how they perceive challenges, mobilise
resources, allocate authority, and define success over time. Explored through The DNA of Cities podcast,
presented with Dr Caitlin Morrissey, and in the book of the same name.

» The Century of Cities. The decisive phase from 1980 to 2080, as the urban population rises from 2.3 billion to
more than 9.2 billion. The framework treats the twenty first century as the period in which cities become the
primary arenas shaping economic prosperity, social inclusion, environmental sustainability, and political
legitimacy. Explored through The Century of Cities podcast, presented with Jennifer Dolynchuk, and in the book
of the same name.

» The Planet of Cities. One integrated global built environment of some 15,000 cities, the nodes of global flows
of trade, migration, capital, and ideas. Published as The Planet of Cities on Substack, written with Borane Gille,
and previously as the column of that name for RICS and the World Built Environment Forum.

6.1 Writing & Publications.

Author or co-author of ten published books and more than 100 major reports on cities, investment, and place
leadership, used by city governments, development banks, and national ministries. Three further books are in
preparation to 2028. Author of The Planet of Cities, published on Substack with Borane Gille and previously as a
column for RICS and the World Built Environment Forum, and of the New London Architecture London Essays
series. The full bibliography follows below.

Forthcoming Books
» The DNA of Cities. Summer 2026.
» The Century of Cities. Summer 2027.
» The Leaders of Cities. Summer 2028.

Published Books
» World Cities and Nation States. G Clark and T Moonen. Wiley, 2016.
» Global Cities: A Short History. G Clark. Brookings Institution Press, 2016.
» The Making of a World City: London 1991 to 2021. G Clark. Wiley, 2014.

OECD Books
» Local Economic Leadership. G Clark with E Moir, T Moonen, and D Mountford. 2015.
» Delivering Local Development: New Growth and Investment Strategies. G Clark with T Moonen. 2013.

» Organising Local Economic Development: The Role of Development Agencies and Companies. G Clark
with J Huxley and D Mountford. 2010.

» Local Development Benefits from Staging Global Events. G Clark. 2008.



> Recession, Recovery, and Reinvestment: The Role of Local Economic Leadership in a Global Crisis. G
Clark and T Moonen. 2008.

» Investment Strategies and Financial Tools for Local Development. G Clark with D Mountford, E Moir, and
L Gledhill. 2007.

Urban Land Institute Publications

Y

Density: Drivers, Dividends and Debates. With E Moir and T Moonen. 2016.

Innovation Districts: Accommodating the Innovation Economy. With T Moonen. 2016.

The Density Dividend: Solutions for Growing and Shrinking Cities. With T Moonen. 2015.
Technology, Real Estate, and the Innovation Economy. With T Moonen. 2015.

City Branding and Urban Investment. With G Evans and S Nemecek. 2011.

Public Land and Urban Investment. 2010.

The Urban Investment Opportunities of Global Events. With G Evans and S Nemecek. 2010.
The Urban Investment White Paper. 2009.

Closing the Investment Gap in Europe’s Cities. With J Huxley. 2009.
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Brookings Institution Publications

» Global Identity of Cities: Seven Steps to Build Reputation and Visibility. G Clark with M Gootman, M
Bouchet, and T Moonen. 2020.

» Redefining Global Cities: The Seven Types of Global Metro Economies. G Clark with J Parilla and J L
Trujillo. 2016.

» Ten Traits of Globally Fluent Metro Areas. G Clark with B McDearman and J Parilla. 2013.

British Council Publications
» Leadership of Open Cities. 2010.
> Internationalisation of Open Cities. 2009.
» Towards Open Cities. 2008.

New London Architecture. London Essays

These essays treat London as a global reference case, drawing transferable lessons for other world cities. They are
frequently cited in international discussions on global city governance, density, sustainability, and long term
planning. The five Built World Summit essays extend the series beyond London to the built environment worldwide,
and framed the first Built World Summit, held at Guildhall in the City of London on 29 June 2026.>

Y

The Built World Summit: What The Guildhall Gathering Has Given Us. July 2026.
The Built World Summit. Introduction to the Summit programme. June 2026.
The Built World: An Agenda for the Next 25 Years. 18 June 2026.

How the Built World Is Changing. 4 June 2026.

Why We Need a Built World Summit. 18 May 2026.

Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park: The Next Chapter. July 2025.

Demonstrator Districts for Global Cities. April 2025.

Multiplying the Metropolis. March 2025.

Re-Imagining Cities in London and Europe. February 2025.

Can housing in UK cities become genuinely affordable? January 2025.
London’s Next 30 Year Development Cycle. March 2024.

The New London Agenda. February 2024.

London Living: A New Social Contract. January 2024.

Re-Sequencing the City. October 2023.

vV V V V VYV VY V VY VYV V VY V V
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Making Place for Planet. September 2023.

Re-Mixing the Metropolis. July 2023.

Central London’s New Cycle. March 2023.

Pioneering the Revised World City. November 2022.

Why We Need a New London Agenda. 2022. Framing essay.

City Essays
» Liverpool: The DNA of Liverpool. September 2026. Forthcoming.
> Stockholm: The DNA of Stockholm, A City of Competence and Trust. 12 May 2026.°
» Barcelona: Metropolitan Barcelona, The Next 40 Years. Barcelona Metropolis, Barcelona City Council,
January 2026.*
» Barcelona: Towards Optimum Tourism. Executive Summary, Barcelona City Hall, July 2025.
» London: Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, The Next Chapter. Full version, 2025.
» Madrid: Madrid’s New Narrative. 2025.
» Bilbao: Urban Revolution Aurrera! Manifesto. 2024.
» London: Re-sequencing the City. Primera, 2024.
» Tel Aviv: The Art of Storytelling in the Century of Urbanisation. Tel Aviv Yafo City Museum, 2023.
» The Century of Cities. Connected Places Catapult, 2023.

Chapters, Articles, and Major Reports

>

V VV VYV VY V V VYV VYV V V

Y

Demand and Disruption in Global Cities. JLL and The Business of Cities, 2019.
The EIB in the City. European Investment Bank, 2019.

Benchmarking Sydney’s Performance. Committee for Sydney, 2019.
Advantage Now: Holland Metropole into the 2020s. 2019.

Mega Regions of the Future. HSBC, 2019.

Towards the Zero Carbon City. HSBC Centre of Sustainable Finance, 2019.
Oslo: State of the City. 2018 and 2019 editions.

Creating Great Australian Cities. Suite of five papers, Property Council of Australia, 2018.
Milan and Turin: Competitiveness of Italy’s Great Northern Cities. ULI, 2018.
Underpowered Cities. LSE Cities, 2018.

Global Cities: Mapping the Pathways to Success. JLL, 2018.

World Cities: Mapping the Pathways to Success. JLL, 2018.

The Leadership of Cities. UCL, OECD, World Bank, and The Business of Cities, with E Moir and T Moonen.
2016.

Nations and the Wealth of Cities: A New Phase in Public Policy. Centre for London, with the Rt Hon Greg
Clark MP. 2014.

Urban Innovation and Investment: The Role of International Financial Institutions and Development
Banks. Future Cities Catapult, with T Moonen. 2014.

The Planet of Cities. Column for RICS and the World Built Environment Forum, 2019 to 2025

>

YV V V V V

Journeys of Latin American cities. January 2025.

Journeys of North American cities. December 2024.

The journey of European cities from 1980 to 2080. December 2024.

Peak population and urbanisation in the next 100 years. November 2024.
The rise of a global urban population. October 2024.

Recovery, or reinvention, for our cities? January 2023.
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Cities can be the engines of the net zero transition. August 2021.

Has the world left Europe behind? February 2021.

Good governance pays dividends. November 2020.

Business districts as usual? October 2020.

The net zero transition and post pandemic prosperity. September 2020.
Itis too soon to sort the Covid 19 winners and losers. August 2020.

The beginning of the end of the urban century? July 2020.

V VV V YV VYV V V

The new map of urban investment opportunity. July 2020.

The Planet of Cities. Substack, with Borane Gille, 2026 to present

Launched in June 2026, The Planet of Cities continues the column as an independent publication written with
Borane Gille, exploring global urbanisation trends and what they mean for the future of cities and the built
environment. It also carries the written companion pieces to The Century of Cities podcast.®

» The Century of Cities: Sameh Wahba. Urban Advantage, Strategies to Break the Cycle of Poverty. 21 August
2026.

» The Century of Cities: Anaclaudia Rossbach. A New Urban Era, Slum Free Cities and an End to
Homelessness. 12 August 2026.

» The Century of Cities: Seven Lessons From a 100 Year Perspective. With Borane Gille. 17 June 2026.

Comparative Studies and Peer Reviews

Lead author or reviewer for 22 OECD local, city, and regional peer reviews. Metropolitan reviews for Melbourne,
Athens, Mexico City, Seoul, and Milan. Economic and regeneration reviews for Glasgow, Belfast, Barcelona, and
Derry and Londonderry. Global events legacy reviews for London 2012, the Glasgow Commonwealth Games, and
Shanghai Expo. City benchmarking studies for Oslo, Milan and Turin, Sydney, Australian cities, and Holland
Metropole. Urban investment studies for HSBC, the European Investment Bank, JLL, the Urban Land Institute, and
the World Bank. Several studies have focused on fast growing cities, secondary cities, and capital regions in
emerging economies, including in the Middle East, where issues of governance scale, infrastructure sequencing,
and investment readiness are central.

6.2 Podcasting and Broadcasting

Co-host of two global podcasts that function as public service platforms for city leadership, designed to support
peer learning, long term thinking, and international understanding rather than commentary or advocacy.

The Century of Cities, presented with Jennifer Dolynchuk. A long form interview series exploring how cities around
the world are responding to the defining challenges of the twenty first century, including climate transition,
demographic change, economic transformation, and governance reform. The series convenes mayors and former
mayors, senior city officials, leaders of international organisations, and distinguished scholars and practitioners,
and is intended as a resource for city leaders, advisory boards, and institutions seeking to learn from global
experience without importing solutions wholesale.

More than 140 guests have appeared to date. Series One comprises 100 interviews, collected in a quotes pack
published in July 2026. Series Two extends the series with a further 100 episodes and 102 guests, and is designed
for deliberate balance: half the voices come from Europe and North America and half from the rest of the world,
and 59 per cent of guests are women. Guests include the Executive Director of UN Habitat, former mayors and city
officials, heads of multilateral and development institutions, chief executives, investors, and leading scholars of
urbanisation.®

The DNA of Cities, presented with Dr Caitlin Morrissey. A series on the deeper structural, institutional, and cultural
factors that shape how cities function and evolve over time, covering leadership and governance cultures,
economic specialisation and innovation systems, social contracts and inclusion, and infrastructure, land, and
investment frameworks.
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The series has recorded 163 interviews with 159 people, three of whom have appeared more than once. Each city
is examined through a set of conversations with historians, civic leaders, officials, business figures, and cultural
voices from that place.”

City studies completed to date cover New York City, Shanghai, Dubai, Philadelphia, Tel Aviv-Jaffa, Glasgow,
Istanbul, London, Vienna, Singapore, the Amazonian cities, Manchester, Mexico City, Sydney, Liverpool, and
Calgary. These sit alongside thematic episodes on the idea of urban DNA itself, listener episodes, and recorded
keynotes.

BBC World Service, My Perfect City. Global Cities expert and expert panellist on the series, exploring how cities
innovate on housing, inclusion, integration, public health, and quality of life across global contexts.

The Connected Places Catapult podcast. Co-host of 12 episodes between 2021 and 2023, during his
chairmanship, on innovation in cities, transport, and place based systems.

Guest Appearances on Podcasts

» Realtopia, Real Estate for Teens, presented by Naomi. Prof. Greg Clark, Advisor to 400+ Cities: Cracking the
DNA of Great Cities. Episode 14, 8 June 2026.%

» Talk About London, The London Society with OnLondon, presented by Leanne Tritton and Dave Hill. What does
the rest of the world think about London? 26 November 2025.°

» The RICS Podcast. The DNA of Cities, with Dr Caitlin Morrissey and Peter Hogg FRICS. Episode 197, 30 June
2025."

» Renewable Future Podcast, Stora Enso. The Money Issue: Financing the Green Transition, with Anna Ervast
Oberg of Folkhem and Greg Richards of Stora Enso. May 2025."

» Euronews Business, My Wildest Prediction, presented by Tom Goodwin. Some 90 per cent of the global
population will live in cities by 2080, on future global urbanisation and its implications for food, housing,
mobility, and inequality. 23 April 2025."

» Australia in Focus, presented by Danni Hunter. Prof Greg Clark, on how Australia features in the global Century
of Cities. Series 1, Episode 3, 27 January 2025."

» The RICS Podcast. The surveyor’s role in supporting urban leadership in cities. 2025."

» Talking Property with CBRE, presented by Kathryn House. Bringing Magic to Our Cities, with Ash Nicholson. 4
April 2024."

» The JLL podcast. The Future is Urban: innovation’s role in shaping the future of cities. March 2024."°

» Georgetown Global Cities Initiative. Urban Thinkers Campus: Global Trends in Place Management, closing
event. 14 December 2023."

» Pipeline, The Urban Developer, Australia, presented by Taryn Paris. The Key Ingredients of a Thriving City. 17
October 2023."

» Architecture and Design Podcast, Australia. UK based urbanist and cities expert Professor Greg Clark on how
we could better design our cities. Episode 160, 12 June 2023."

» The We Society, the podcast of the Academy of Social Sciences, presented by Will Hutton. Cities are our future,
7 November 2022.%°

» The RICS Podcast. WBEF: The Planet of Cities, with Kay Pitman. Episode 44, 31 October 2022.%
> Urbcast, a podcast about cities, presented by Marcin Zebrowski. June 2022.%

» The Grimshaw Podcast, presented by Tim Williams, Head of Cities at Grimshaw. Cities of Innovation. 21
September 2021.%°
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» City Talks, Centre for Cities, presented by Andrew Carter. Greg Clark and Tim Moonen on Global Cities and the
Nation State. 12 January 2017.**

6.3 Conference Moderating and Hosting

Conference hosting is one of the most consistent and recurring parts of the work. Prof. Clark hosts and moderates
large international summits and annual industry gatherings on cities and the built environment, usually before
audiences of 500 or more, returning to the same organisations year after year. He works as conference chair across
a full congress day, as panel moderator, as fireside host with heads of state, major investors, mayors, and chief
executives, in formal interview and debate, as master of ceremonies across a whole programme, and in closed
investor and senior leadership roundtables. Within these formats he uses live polling, structured audience
exchange, and small group work so that delegates take part rather than only listen.

Organisers who work with him return to the same five qualities. The first is intelligent questioning: he prepares
deeply, researches the substantive position of each speaker, and asks the questions the audience wishes it had
thought of. The second is summarising: he synthesises across speakers, sessions, and a full conference day, giving
delegates a clear and usable interpretation rather than a recap. The third is interaction with the audience: he treats
delegates as active participants and opens the floor to genuine exchange, so that even large plenary sessions feel
personally engaged. The fourth is the dynamic use of polling and participation, to surface where a room agrees and
disagrees and to create shared reference points. The fifth is timekeeping: he keeps a programme exactly on
schedule, firmly and courteously, with seamless transitions.

He is one of the most experienced chairs in the international real estate investment community, with sustained
relationships across INREV, ANREV, EPRA, EXPO Real, ULI Europe, and the London Real Estate Forum. He hosts
city leadership eventsincluding the World Cities Summit Mayors Forum, the Built World Summit, EXPO Real’s Asian
Investment Conference, Scottish Cities Week, and the Glasgow State of the City Economy conference, and
destination and business events with Destinations International, IMEX, and the City Destinations Alliance.

He is frequently involved in helping to establish new events, such as The Cities Conference Programme at EXPO
Real, The World Cities Summit Mayors Forum, The Built World Summit, and the Congress of Business in Glasgow.

6.4 Keynote Speaking

Prof. Clark opens and closes international congresses, world summits, and annual industry gatherings, usually
before 500 delegates or more, and returns to the same organisations year after year. He does not deliver the same
talk twice. Range extends from a closed session with twenty investors to a congress of 1,600 delegates. Talks can
be delivered with bilingual support for Spanish language audiences.

Recurring subjects include the destination economy, encompassing tourism, business events, students, digital
nomads, and investment as one competitive offer; good urbanisation versus bad urbanisation, and Peak City; city
leadership, metropolitan governance, and the urban social contract; housing, urban finance, and the real estate
investment cycle; innovation districts, technology, and the next economy; cities and the Net Zero transition; the
soft power of cities and the identity of place; and individual cities and systems of cities, including London, Madrid,
Barcelona, metropolitan Spain, and Ibero American cities.

The recurring arguments are that urbanisation is now a choice rather than a destiny, and that governance decides
outcomes more than geography; that cities are key institutions of the global era but remain underpowered in
authority and finance; that investment should run ahead of growth, because infrastructure that arrives late locks in
congestion, inequality, and emissions; that housing is critical national infrastructure and not a commodity; that
technology is an enabler and not a strategy, and that the smart city agenda distracts from leadership and trust; that
innovation districts succeed as ecosystems and fail as property projects; that tourism is not a scourge but
unmanaged tourism is; and that the social contract is being rewritten, because consent is practical and people
support cities that work.

Formats are the keynote of 20 to 40 minutes carrying one structured argument to open or close a congress; the
plenary address of 40 to 60 minutes with audience questions; the fireside conversation, formalinterview, or debate;
and the masterclass of 60 to 90 minutes applying one framework to a host city, organisation, or sector. Preparation
involves a brief covering the central questions, the audience, the other speakers, and any sensitivities, and a
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preparatory call with the event director for significant events. A standing question and answer text on more than
thirty themes is available to hosts, moderators, and the press in advance.

Because he is also a writer and a podcaster, the work continues beyond the platform. Each keynote can yield a
written essay or working paper for delegates and partners, a speech written up for publication with the conference
host, and invitations to hosts, speakers, and leaders met at the event to appear on the podcasts. The Union of Ibero
American Capital Cities published an extended interview in its review of Ibero American cities.”

7. Media and Public Profile

Prof. Clark is regularly cited, interviewed, and featured in global media on cities, economic geography,
sustainability, urban investment, and long-term urban futures. His commentary spans major international news
outlets, business media, and broadcast platforms.26

Interviews

El Pais, El Mundo, El Confidencial, La Vanguardia, Diario de Sevilla, La Tercera, El Tiempo, Die Presse, The
Australian, Local Government Chronicle, Urban Solutions, and Eurocities.

Quoted Commentary

The Times, The Herald, the Sydney Morning Herald, The Age, the Brisbane Times, the South China Morning Post,
The National, Neue Zurcher Zeitung, the Australian Financial Review, Business Times, Place Brand Observer, and
other international titles. Comment and Columns in The Guardian, The Wall Street Journal, Harvard Business
Review, The Banker, the Australian Financial Review, City AM, Gulf News, Gulf Business, The Business Times, and
the Financial Times.

8. Honours and Recognition

Major Honours

Commander of the Order of the British Empire, CBE. 2015.

Appointed CBE for services to City and Regional Economic Development, recognising three decades of work on
inner city regeneration and enterprise in London, on city and regional development at the centre of United Kingdom
government, and on building the international exchange of practice between city governments.

Fellow, Academy of Social Sciences, FAcSS. 2016.

Elected a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences, the national academy for the social sciences in the United
Kingdom. Fellows are nominated by learned societies and elected for substantial contribution and demonstrable
impact. The election recognised the translation of comparative urban research into practical frameworks used by
governments, investors, and city leaders.

Freedom of the City of London. 2016.

Admitted to the Freedom of the City of London, conferred by the City of London Corporation in recognition of
contribution to the life and standing of the capital. The award followed three decades of work on London, from East
London and the Docklands through the London Development Agency and the London Enterprise Panel to the New
London Agenda.

Honorary Ambassador, City of Brisbane. 2012.

Appointed an Honorary Ambassador by Brisbane City Council, a role created to recognise those who advance the
international standing and connections of the city. The appointment reflected advisory work with Brisbane and with
Australian cities more widely on economic strategy, city positioning, and metropolitan governance.

John Shields Prize, City of Barcelona. 2010.

Awarded by the City of Barcelona to a person from outside the city judged to have done most to promote it. The
prize is named for John Shields, a Glaswegian industrialist who helped Barcelona to industrialise in the nineteenth
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century. The award followed sustained advisory work on the Barcelona Metropolitan Strategic Plan and on the
international positioning of the city.
Harkness Fellowship, Columbia University, New York. 1995 to 1996.

Awarded a Harkness Fellowship by the Commonwealth Fund of New York, the transatlantic programme supporting
mid-career ‘future leader’ professionals to undertake advanced study and research in the United States. Based at
Columbia University, the fellowship supported research on sustainable urban development and governance, and
established the comparative North American and European perspective that has shaped the work since.

Education & Personal

BEd Hons, Social and Political Sciences and Education. University of Cambridge.

Research Scholar, Urban Economics. London School of Economics.

v V v ©

Harkness Fellow, Sustainable Urban Development. Columbia University, New York.

Born and residentin London, with dual United Kingdom and Irish nationality. Afamily man, married with Julia Franks
(1997), with two sons in 20s. Hobbies include sports, music, and dancing.
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